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United Cities and Local Governments  -  Middle East and West Asia Section
منظمة  المدن  المتحدة  و  الحكومات  المحلية - فرع  الشرق  الأوسط  و  غرب  أسيا
Birleşmiş Kentler ve Yerel Yönetimler  -  Orta Doğu ve Batı Asya Bölge Teşkilatı


Date
  : 15 July 2014

Ref.
  : UCLG-MEWA/2014/469
Subject: UCLG-MEWA Committee on Environment
Distinguished Member,
As is known, environment is another name of the ecosystem which contains in itself oxygen, water and nutrients, which are necessary for all the living creatures to survive; and a realm of existence. In this regard, constructing a sustainable environment must be performed by us, the ones who destroy it; yet who need it the most, at the same time. Scientific research on environmental policies has been done for years and several criteria have been set. Yet, sustainable environmental policies, which are considered as global efforts at first glance, remain as efforts which could not touch the local people, except for a couple of pilot regions where governments and civil society organizations operated.
Environmental problems, which are primarily the problems of the city and the urban population, concern municipalities directly. Universalizing common policies and localizing these policies with the local elements and factors are in all the fields of activity, which define our mission, as MEWA countries. From this point of view; it is stipulated that the UCLG-MEWA Committee on Environment is established, in terms of localizing environmental policies, which is the common problem of humanity, and ensuring that they reach the international standards, as a result of our responsibility that our mission imposes on us.
In this context, you are kindly expected to fill in the attached survey thoroughly until 15th of August, 2014, send back to our Secretariat General.  The aim of the survey is to develop the UCLG-MEWA Committee on Environment, guided by your views and suggestions. Please do not hesitate to contact Gamze KILIÇ from UCLG-MEWA Secretariat General, for any questions, at g.kilic@uclg-mewa.org and/or +90 212 511 10 10 (Ext. 103).
Kind Regards,
Mehmet DUMAN
UCLG-MEWA Secretary General
Introduction
This survey, prepared by UCLG-MEWA Secretariat General, may be considered as a first step towards localization of global environmental policies and standards, developing a common environmental consciousness, asserting the will towards determination and solutions of the problems and evaluating and developing the environmental policies of the MEWA Countries. The answers you will provide to the questions we prepared and the suggestions you will make are of importance towards resolving the failures of our common past, in our common future.
Concept
As a result of your responses to the open ended questions that are addressed to you, our distinguished members; a data inventory of the members who participate in the survey will be created. This inventory will guide the Committee on Environment, which is planned to be established under UCLG-MEWA.
As a result of the survey, duties and responsibilities of the Committee on Environment in terms of determining the sustainable environmental policies of the local governments in the UCLG-MEWA region and realization of the policies determined, towards a common target, will be put forward.  Thus, deficiencies in terms of the environmental policies will be determined and the Committee on Environment will be able to fulfill its duties to supervise and guide, in order to overcome such deficiencies. In this context, it is planned that the Committee on Environment will meet at least twice a year, to reach the said goals.
Survey
1. Would your government be interested in the Committee on Environment, which is planned to be established under United Cities and Local Governments Middle East and West Asia Section (UCLG-MEWA)? Would you like to be a member of the Committee?
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2. What are your expectations from the Committee on Environment, which is planned to be established; what should its structure be like?

3. Please put the following environmental problems in order, starting from those which must be solved and dealt with as a priority, from the perspective of your city.
· Active green space per person, (such as park, playground, ecologic playing field)
· Domestic and chemical waste pollution,

· Environmental pollution (park, garden, sewage, avenue, street)

· Air pollution,

· Noise pollution,

· Drinking water pollution,

· Visual pollution, (Unorganized zoning areas, unplanned urbanization)

4. What is the amount of the active green space per person in your city? 
5. Do you think that the amount of active green space in your city is sufficient?
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6. Please inform us about works you have done if any, regarding economic recovery of solid waste.
7. Is there any work you have done in terms of decomposing solid wastes in its resource area?
[image: image5.wmf]Yes


[image: image6.wmf]No


8. Would you provide us some information on your works to prevent air pollution in your city?
9. Are you working to prevent noise pollution?
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10. Does your city have a written policy, containing its environmental goals?
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11. Please provide us some information on your works, if any, on developing an environmental conscience.
12. Explain the structures and duties of the organizations commissioned to perform and inspect the environment-related issues in your city. 
13. Is a progress or activity report prepared regularly (at least once a year) on environment-related issues?
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14. Is your city currently a member or participant of a national and/or international forum/society? 
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15. Do you take the opinions of the civil society organizations in determination of the policies regarding solution of the environmental problems? (professional chambers, unions and civil society organizations) If yes, how and at which stage are the civil society organizations involved in the solution?
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